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January 14, Saturday. The week has been one of inter-
esting incidents, incessant occupation. Admiral Farra-
gut came a week since and called on me. After half an
hour or more of conversation on affairs connected with
his command, the capture of Mobile, and matters gener-
ally, I went with him to the President. In the evening,
he, with Mrs. F. and Captain Drayton, spent the evening
with us.

Much speculation has been had concerning the dismissal
of General Butler, It was anticipated that, being a fa-
vorite with the extremists, his dismissal would create a
great excitement, but it has passed off without irritation,
almost without sensation. The quidnuncs and, indeed,
most of the public impute his dismissal from the Army of
the James to the Wilmington failure; but it will soon be
known that General Grant desired to get rid of him.
Butler's greater intellect overshadowed Grant, and an-
noyed and embarrassed the General-in-Chief.

General Butler's fare-well to his army is in many respects
skillful and adroit, but in some respects will prove a fail-
ure. He does not conceal his chagrin but has hardly dis-
covered whom to strike.

The New York Tribune has striven to warp and torture
facts to help Butler, regardless of others and of stern truth.
But the Tribune is unsupported. Of course the Rebels and
Copperheads will be gratified, and do not conceal their joy.
They have some cause for their hate, for he has been a
severe, perhaps in some cases an oppressive, governor.

I cannot forget, while glad he is withdrawn from the
Fort Fisher command, which he was unfitted to fill, the
service which he rendered at Baltimore and in Maryland
early in the War, nor his administrative ability at New
Orleans, with some infirmities it is true, but which was in
many respects valuable to the country. Not a merit which
he has should be obscured. I am not his admirer, and
should lament to see him in any responsible position with-
out a superior. He has inordinate and irrepressible am-